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Synopsis

A classic work of World War Il history that brings to vivid, dramatic life one of the bloodiest battles
ever fought - and the beginning of the end for the Third Reich. On August 5, 1942, giant pillars of
dust rose over the Russian steppe, marking the advance of the 6th Army, an elite German combat
unit dispatched by Hitler to capture the industrial city of Stalingrad and press on to the oil fields of
Azerbaijan. The Germans were supremely confident; in three years, they had not suffered a single
defeat. The Luftwaffe had already bombed the city into ruins. German soldiers hoped to complete
their mission and be home in time for Christmas. The siege of Stalingrad lasted five months, one
week, and three days. Nearly two million men and women died, and the 6th Army was completely
destroyed. Considered by many historians to be the turning point of World War Il in Europe, the
Soviet Army’s victory foreshadowed Hitler's downfall and the rise of a communist superpower.
Best-selling author William Craig spent five years researching this epic clash of military titans,
traveling to three continents in order to review documents and interview hundreds of survivors.
Enemy at the Gates is the enthralling result: the definitive account of one of the most important
battles in world history. The book was the inspiration for the 2001 film of the same name, starring

Joseph Fiennes and Jude Law.
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Customer Reviews

This is a book to read if you want to get a sense of the scope, intensity and human drama of the
incredible battle between German and Russian armies on the banks of Volga. It was one of the

most important battles of the WWII (if not the most important). It demonstrated the incredible



heroism of both the Germans and the Russians. It also showed that Hitler made a mistake of
underestimating ability of Stalin to regain control and learn from mistakes of disastrous summer of
1941 and determination of Russians to fight for each building in Stalingrad.Written by the American
author, the book for the most part describes events from the German point of view. | am Russian
and admittedly it is not easy to stay totally objective about an account with slight pro-Axis slant, but |
am interested in Stalingrad battle and have read some other books on the subject. | also been to
Stalingrad (now city of Volgograd) myself, and my main criticism is this: Mr. Craig, despite the fact
that he spent five years researching for this book, unfortunately didn’t quite familiarize himself with
some aspects of Russian life and culture. | don’t know, may be he didn’t have an opportunity...But
that would have made his book more balanced and more readable for the Russian audience.For
example, "Kazakhs" on page 321 aren’t "Kazakhs" but Cossacks. There were no "Kazakhs" living
on river Don, only Cossacks. Kazakhs live in Kazakhstan. These are two different peoples.
"Kaytusha" throughout the text of the book is misspelled; it is really "Katjusha" - a Russian rocket
launcher. | was surprised that it was misspelled, since it was not only famous Russian weapon of
war, but also a woman’s name, derivative of Katja (Russian for Katie). It would be equivalent for a

Russian author to call German tank "Mark" as "Mrak".
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